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1. REF RECEIVED 27 DEC. GOJ NEW YEAR HOLIDAYS, YEUTTER/HUME VISIT 
AND AG SITUATION REPORT PRECLUDED PROMPT REPLY. 

2. AGATT OEFICE MADE DISCREET, INFORMAL CONTACTS WITH THREE KEY 
OFEICIALS IN MAF INTL AFFAIRS DEPT JAN 23, AND MHW POOD CHEMISTRY 
DIV JAN 24, ALL OF WHICH INDICATED THAT ALTHOUGH SOME GOJ OFEICIALS 
WORKING ON GATT CODE ON PRODUCT STANDARDS, TO THEIR KNOWLEDGE, NO 
WORK BEING DONE ON CODE'S APPLICABILITY TO AGRICULTURE. 

MHW STATED THAT WHEREAS FONOFP HAD CALLED MEETING OF WORKING 
LEVEL FROM VARIOUS MINISTRIES TO ADVISE THEM OP POSSIBILITY 
THIS MATTER ARISING IN MTN, PARTICIPANTS AT THAT TIME NOT 
REQUESTED FORMULATE POSITIONS ON APPLICABILITY. 

3. SUBSEQUENTLY EMBASSY ECON/COMM OEFICE CONTACTED FONOPF 
OFFICIAL (HAYASHI, DEPUTY CHIEP OP ECONOMIC BUREAU'S FIRST INTL 
ORGANIZATIONS DIV) WHO SAID COPIES OF STANDARDS CODE 

HAD BEEN DISTRIBUTED TO MINISTRIES CONCERNED AND, 

AT JAN 28 INTERAGENCY MTG, THEY WERE ASKED TO FORMULATE 
POSITIONS AND AGREED TO DO SO. SPECIFICALLY, HAYASHI SAID, 
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TO AGRICULTURE. 

4. FYI. MAP CONTACTS INDICATED THEY WORKING HARD ON NTB 
POSITION FOR MTN BUT HAVE NOT YET REACHED CONSENUS ON MANY 
ISSUES. PLANT PROTECTION AND FOOD ADDITIVE ISSUES 
MAY FINALLY NOT EVEN BE INCLUDED ON LIST GOJ WILL BE WILLING TO 
DISCUSS AS MAF (AND MHW) SCIENTISTS INSISTING SUCH MATTERS 
CANNOT BE ADEQUATELY HANDLED IN ECONOMIC NEGOTIATIONS, 

I.E., MUST BE HANDLED ON SCIENTIFIC BASIS ONLY. MAF OFFICIALS 
ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT CERTAIN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE 
SHOWING QUOTE TOO MUCH INTEREST UNQUOTE IN THESE MATTERS. 

HODGSON 
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